
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                              OCTOBER 2, 2016 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – 20th  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 281 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, I have a difficult time paying attention to the 
thoughts and feelings that come into my awareness.  I realize 
that my paying attention to them is how I cooperate with the 
way you expand my sense of who I am and bring me a fuller 
life.  Still, I do not do it.  My initial response to this way I am is 
to censure myself.  My next response is more thoughtful—it is 
to look for a sympathetic way to understand why I cannot do 
what would be best for me.  Perhaps my finding out why I am 
the way I am is not as important as having compassion for the 
way I am: the explanation is not as important as empathy for 
the reality.  I think the empathy will create an environment in 
which an answer will appear, and will also enable me to notice 
the answer when it enters my awareness.  I believe the answer 
I fear, and therefore resist knowing, is that I do not pay 
attention because I do not care about a fuller life since I 
believe my life does not matter.  I have faith that such a 
thought is something you can embrace and will use; also that 
you will help me do the same. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 17:5-10 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 393 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Conversation 
         12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY   1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for October 9, 2016 
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7; Psalm 66:1-12; 
2 Timothy 2:8-15; Luke 17:11-19. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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This symbol is known as a “Triquetra.” 
It is a symbol for the Trinity. 
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Ordinary Time – 20th Sunday after Pentecost (Luke 17:5-10) 
 The word translated into English as “faith” is a Greek word which 
means “persuasion, i.e. credence; moral conviction (that 
something is true).” Beyond being persuaded that something is 
true, the word also indicates “reliance” on what is true. In 
Christianity, the emphasis in this word is on the “subject” about 
which one is persuaded and on which one is relying: namely Christ. 
Faith is being persuaded about and relying on the work we see God 
doing when we view God as the Second Person of the Trinity. To 
expand on that—when we look at God through the lens of the 
Second Person of the Trinity we see that God is constantly working 
to collect the different components of our personality into an 
internal unity, a unity that expands over time by bringing to our 
awareness the elements of our personality that are not presently 
in our awareness. Christ is the aspect of God that initiates and 
sustains this expansion. As we get older and our awareness 
expands, our self-talk becomes more inclusive, so that we are able 
to act toward ourselves and to act in the world with more and 
better information, with more humane information. Faith denotes 
being persuaded that Christ inhabits our life with us and does this 
work. Christ arouses our awareness, and then incites the capacity 
to think about, reflect on and consider what enters our awareness, 
especially aspects of our life usually overlooked and/or ignored by 
us. Faith is trusting that Christ acts within us and for us in this way, 
and then being open and receptive to what comes to us. Faith is 
relying on this interaction between Christ and us as the way our life 
unfolds and develops; it involves giving time and energy to consider 
and explore what comes to us; being open to being impacted and 
affected by it, being amenable to exploring what comes to our 
awareness and to thinking about what it tells us about ourselves 
and how we live, no matter what is in our awareness. 
 The root of the word translated as “faith” is a Greek word 
meaning “to convince (by argument true or false); by analogy: to 
pacify or conciliate; reflexively or passively: to assent; to rely by 
inward certainty.” This root adds to our understanding of “faith” 
the idea that faith is not something we do or achieve, but is more 
something we fall into because we are won over to its point of 

view. We all struggle with the issue of how our life unfolds and 
develops. Our culture’s answer to this is: by our own effort. There 
are areas of life that have to do with data and skills acquisition and 
application, and in these areas life does unfold by our own effort. 
But in the areas of life that have to do with concerns like meaning 
and purpose, our own efforts are never able to bring us satisfactory 
answers. Meaning and purpose are disclosed to us in the 
exploration of our own life. It takes many internal arguments as to 
whether or not this is true until we become convinced that a 
meaningful and purposeful life are given to us through the 
disclosure of our own interior, especially what resides in our own 
unconscious. As we become convinced of the truth of this, the 
conviction impacts the interior struggle to find meaning and 
purpose, and know ourselves as unique persons. The conviction 
does not stop that struggle; it pacifies or soothes it, it conciliates or 
appeases the distress of it, by narrowing our attention regarding the 
way meaning and purpose come to us, and then focusing us on the 
personal disclosing that beings them. Eventually we are brought to 
a place of being able to “assent” to who we are. We rely on Christ 
to bring us to this place, the reliance being based on an inward 
certainty that the work God does as Christ will bear fruit. 
 There will be times on the interior journey when we find 
ourselves immersed in material from our unconscious that is 
difficult to assimilate. Last week we talked about how as children 
we all internalize convictions or persuasions that we are not worthy 
or valued. Sometimes these convictions move into our awareness 
and remain there in an effort to be acknowledged and unpacked. In 
such times, it is faith that allows us to explore what we are 
experiencing. It is difficult to trust that experiences like self-hate, or 
guilt, or shame can have any value. It is faith in these experiences 
being of value to the work God does as Christ that allows us to move 
into and through them. We rely on Christ to companion us on this 
exploration by accepting us with the feelings and perceptions with 
which we are flooded, and by unpacking them with us so that we 
are able to understand their origin and realize how they impact us. 
 The disciples’ request is to “increase our faith.” Christ’s response 
is to redirect their request. If the focus is to have more faith, our 



attention goes to how much we have and how to get more, rather 
than to what enters our awareness. The effort to have more faith 
gets in the way of our responding in faith by trusting what enters 
our awareness and attending to it. So let’s say we repeatedly have 
a fanciful thought about uprooting a tree and planting it in the sea; 
if we have any faith at all, even the smallest amount, we can let the 
thought be legitimate and attend to it, watching as it is unpacked 
by Christ so we can hear beneath the literal thought-image (i.e. 
become subordinate to it) and listen attentively to what it might be 
telling us about ourselves. We are not likely to have this particular 
thought, but we all do have thoughts that seem to us to be far-out 
and weird, and the presence of any faith will allow us to look at 
them with curiosity and consider what they might tell us about 
ourselves. 
 Christ compares a person of faith to a slave who is subject to, 
and subservient to, the master who owns him/her, and who then 
attends to what has been arranged for them. The imagery is 
difficult for us and perhaps even repulsive. If we remember that we 
are describing something that takes place internally, there may be 
a way to use the imagery. On this journey we will be presented with 
opportunities to engage experiences with which we have little or 
no interest, experiences we did not choose and would not choose. 
We are asked to explore the thoughts and feelings which enter our 
awareness and which are captured by our awareness. In the text 
we are being encouraged to have the attitude that, though we did 
not ask for this engagement, we do not deserve anything different 
or better. If we are earnest about exploring our own interior, what 
doing so implies is something like taking on an obligation—the 
obligation being to attend to what is presented to us. What is being 
described here is an attitude quite different from the one in which 
we are usually immersed, where the emphasis is on moving along 
a path we have chosen and find pleasing. The attitude in the text 
is—in pursuit of knowing and owning more of who we are, or of 
having more of us gathered around our internal table, we will look 
at what is before us and explore it. A faith response involves 
assuming that God’s intelligence is active in what captures our 
attention, and then moving toward the thoughts and feelings that 

come to us to discover what is in them; like a slave who is simply 
doing what they are told, remembering that nothing different is 
owed them. 

To have faith is to trust what Christ does in us—arousing the 
capability to be aware, and inciting the capacity to think about, 
reflect on and consider what enters our awareness. We rely on his 
leading us in this as the way to find and live our human life. Faith is 
living from the understanding that this work is what has been 
arranged for us, having the attitude that we are subject to this work 
which is greater than we are, and that when we take on this work 
we are only doing what we ought to do, what we are under 
obligation to do. 

 [Jim Robie, 9-29-16, 20th Sunday after Pentecost in Cycle C, Luke 17:5-10] 
 


